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ELEMENTS OF MARIOLOGY IN CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA AND GREGORY OF NYSSA: MARY AND THE CHURCH

THE TEXTS
CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA

1.) Strom. 1,21, 147, 5, 1-3:

In the Gospel of Matthew the genealogy from Abraham concludes in the Lord’s mother Mary (Mapiag
Tfi¢ unNTtpOg Tol Kupiou): “There are,” he says, “fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen
generations from David to the deportation to Babylon”.

2.) Strom. VI, 16,93,7,1-94,2,1:

But, as appears, many even down to present moment regard Mary, on account of the birth of her child,
as having been in the puerperal state, although she was not. For some say that, after she brought forth,
she was found, when examined by a midwife, to be a virgin. Now such to us are the Scriptures of the
Lord, which gave birth to the truth and continue virgin, in the concealment of the mysteries of the
truth.

AN\, ¢ Eotkev, TOTG TTOANOTS Kal péxpt vOv SoKeT i) Maptap Aexew elvat Std thv tod maudiou yévvnoy,
oUk o0oa Aexw (Kol yap HETd TO TeKel aUTHV HowBelodv daot Tiveg mapBévov eUpebijval) Toladtat
S8'AUlv al kuplakal ypadadi, tThv GAnbelav dnotiktouoatl Kal pévouoal mapBEévol HeTd THg EmKpUPeWS
TV TA¢ AAnBeiag puotnpiwv.

3.) Strom. 11, 17,102,1,1-3,1:

If birth is an evil, then the blasphemers must place the Lord who went through birth and the Virgin
who gave him birth in the category of evil. Abominable people! In attacking birth they are maligning
the will of God and the mystery of creation.

Ei 8¢ n yévealg kakov, &v Kak® Aeyoviwv ol BAACHNUOL TOV YEVECEWG LETEANPOTA KUPLOV, €V KK
TNV yevwnoaoav napbévov. olpol TV Kak®v, pAacdnuoiiol To BolAnua tol B0l kal TO puotrplov
TG KTloEWG, TNV Yéveolv SLaPAANOVTEG.

4.) Paed.1,6,42,1,1-3,1:

O mystic wonder! The Father of all is one, the Word of all is also one, the Holy Spirit is one and the
same everywhere. One alone, then, is the virgin Mother. | like to call her the Church. She alone,
although a mother, had no milk because she alone never became a wife. She is at once virgin and
mother: as virgin, undefiled; as mother, full of love. Calling her children about her, she nourishes them
with a holy milk: the infant Logos. That is why she did not have milk, because this Son of hers, beautiful
and all hers, the Body of Christ, was milk [and] she nourishes with the Logos the young people whom
he himself, the Lord, brought into the world in the pain of the flesh and whom he himself wrapped in
precious blood.

"0 BAUUOTOG HUOTIKOD" E1G HEV O TV OAWV TATAP, 1€ 8¢ Kal 6 TV OAwv AdYoc, Kol T Tvedpa TO dylov
£v Kal T0 aUTo mavtayxol, pio 6& povn yivetat pntnp noapbévoc ékkAnoiav éuot didov alTAV KaAElv.
FaAa oOk €oxev N untne adtn povn, OtL povn pn yéyovev yuvn, mopbévog € dua Kal pAtnp €oTiy,
AKAPATOC PEV WG mapBEévog, ayamnTikn 6& w¢ pAtnp, Kol t@ auth¢ mawdia mpookaAovuévn ayiw
TOnvettal yaAakTy, 6 Bpedwdel Aoyw. Atd oUk £oxe YaAa, OTL ydAa AV T matdiov Todto KaAov Kal
oikelov, T0 o@Wpa tol XpLotol, TAV veolaiav unotpodoloa TQ Aoyw, RV AUTOG EKUNCEV 6 KUPLOG WETVL
COPKLIKH, RV a0TOC €0TAPYAVWOEV O KUPLOG OLHLOTL TULW.

5.) Paed. |, 6,27,2,1-5:

The very fact that we believe in Him and are reborn is perfection of life. For God is by no means
powerless. As His will is creation, and is called the universe, so His desire is the salvation of men, and
is called the Church.
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OUtw 16 miotedoal povov kal avayevvnBijval teheiwois éotiv év {wii oU yap mote doBevel 6 Be6¢. ‘Q¢
yap t0 BéAnua avtol £pyov €oti kol tolto KOOHOG ovopdletal, oUtwg Kal T BouAnua altol
avBpwrnwv éotl cwtnpia kal tolto ékkAnola KEKAnTaL.

GREGORY OF NYSSA

1.) Virg. 11,1, 1-8: GNO VIII/1, 253, 9-16:

It is necessary that we have a lot of intelligence, according to which we can know the excellence of this
grace that is included in the idea of the incorruptible/immortal Father. In fact, it is a paradox to find
virginity in a father who has a son and generates him without passion. It is also found in the Only-
Begotten God, head of the choir of incorruptibility/immortality, who shone with His pure generation
without passion. And once again the same paradox: the Son is considered in virginity.

TUVEoEWS yap UiV xpeiot MOAAAG, 6L \¢ €otl yveval TV UTEPBOARV TAG XAPLTOG TAVTNG, HTIC
OUVETILVOETTAL HEV T adBapTw matpl 0 &n kal napadofov €v matpl mapbeviav eVpiokeaBal T Kal
viov éxovtl kal Sixa maboug yevvnoavtl. T O6& povoyevel Be® T® THG AdBapoiag xopnyw
ouykataAappaveral, opold T kaBap® kal Arabel tfic yevvnoswc altol cuvekAaupaoa: kal maAw 1o
loov mapadoov uidg dLa mapBeviag vooupevoc.

2.) Virg. Xlll, 3, 17-20: GNO VIII/1, 305, 19-22:

The virgin mother truly rejoices, she who begets immortal children by the Spirit, she who is called
barren by the prophet because of her continence.

Eudpaivetal yap wg GANBMG A mapBEévog untnp, f ta dBavata tékva kuopopoloa S1d Tod mveupaTOoC,
otelpa 61 TNV cwdpoolvny UTO Tol MPODATOU WVOUOCUEVN.

3.) Virg. XIV, 1, 24-30: GNO VIII/1, 306, 21 - 307, 1:

For just as (it happened) in Mary, the Mother of God, (when) death reigned from Adam down to her,
after which it also came against her, crashing down just as against a stone, it breaks on the fruit of
virginity, so in every soul that, through virginity, breaks the life that takes place in the flesh, the power
of death is also dissolved, having no one in whom to place its sting.

woTep yap £nitii¢ Beotokou Mapiag 6 Bactheloag Ano ASAu HEXPLS EKelvng Bavatog, émeldn katl kat’
auTAV éyEveto, Kabarmep Tl METPQ TG Kapm® ThG mapBeviag mpoomnrtaicag mepl avTAV cUVETPIPN,
oUtwc év taon Yuxf th 61 mapBeviag v €v ocapki maplovon {wrv cuvtpifetal mwg kal kataAvetal
100 Bavatou 1O KPATOC, OUK €XoVTog TioL TO £autol Kévtpovn évamepeiontal.

4.) Virg. XIV, 3,16-22: GNO VIII/1, 308, 14-19:

This happens whenever the incorruptibility/immortality of the spirit is received into the living part of
the heart, [which] then generates wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and redemption. It is
possible for everyone to become the mother of the One who is these things, as the Lord says: Whoever
does my will is my brother and sister and mother.

Tolto 6¢ yivetal, 6tav cuUAaUBAVN PEV TIC &V TQ TWTIKY Thg kapbdiog thv adBapaoiav tol mveupatog
tiktn 6¢ codiav te kail Sikatoouvny, Ayloopov te Kal anmoAUTpwolv. Mavtl yap E€soti puntépa yevéoBat
100 tadta 6vrog, kabwe dnoi mou 6 kUpLog, TL'O TO BEANUE Hou ToLlV Kal AdeAdOG kal adeAdn kal
uATNP poUl €oTwv.

5.) Virg. XIX, 1, 39-45: GNO VIIl/1, 324, 11-17:

Thus the womb of the Blessed Virgin is also called blessed in the Gospel, for it was at the service of an
immaculate birth: neither did childbirth destroy virginity, nor did virginity become an obstacle to her
pregnancy. For where a spirit of salvation is begotten, as Isaiah says, [all] the desires of the flesh
become useless.

OUtw pokapiletaln kol év t@ evayyedlw N TAG aylog mapbévou kolia ) T@ AXPAVIW TOKW
Umnpetnoaca, wg olte Tol TOKoU TV apBeviav AVcavtog olte Tiig mapBeviag T Tolaltn Kuodopia
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gunodwv yevouevng Omou yap nvelpa cwtnplag yevvartal, kabwg Hoalag ¢nolv, dxpnota maviwg
Tf¢ oopKOC TA BeAnpata.

6.) Diem. nat. 1140, 32-35: GNO X/2, 254, 3-7:

Unlike the voice addressed to the first woman, the word is now addressed to the Virgin. That one was
condemned because of sin to throes of childbirth; in the case of this one, pain is expelled through joy.
Amevavtiov T MpwTn POC THV yuvailka wvij viv yivetal mpog thv mapbévov 6 Adyog. €keivn AUTOLG
£v talc wdiol S1a TNV apaptiov KatedkaoOn, ént 6€ taltng ékBANeTal SLA TFi¢ xapdc f AUTn.

7.) Diem nat. 1148, 16-24: GNO X/2, 265, 5-13:

The woman is defended by the woman. The former introduced sin, the latter served the entrance of
righteousness. That one was persuaded by the serpent's counsel, this one introduced the slayer of the
serpent. That one introduced sin through the wood, this one brought the good through the wood.
Since the wood was the cross, the fruit of this wood is always in blossom and becomes for those who
eat it the incorruptible life.

GITOAEAOYNTAL DIIEP THG YUVALKOG 1] YUVT|. 1) TTPOTN TH} dpaptia v eioodov £6wkev, avtn 8¢ Ti) €1008®
TG Sikaloovvng HrnpeTRoaTo. EKeivn TOD OdewC TNV cUBOUANV EneoTtdoato, adtn TOV Avalpétny Tod
Odewg mapeotnoaro. ékeivn Sl Tod {VAou v apoaptiav gionveykev, adtn 6ta Tod OAou TO dyabov
dvtelofveyke. EOAov yap MV 6 otaupdc. 6 8¢ Tod Ao ToVTOU KapTOg AelB@aANG Kai dudpavtog {wr
TOIG YEUOUEVOLG YiveTal.

8.) Cant. 6,197,117 - 198, 2: GNO VI, 197,17 - 198, 2:

(There is) one strategy of combat and one army and one bed, that is, one Church and one people and
one bride, and all are held under one military command and one head of the assembly and one
bridegroom and are gathered together in the communion of one body.

pio mapdTagic kal otpatoc eig Kol pia KAlvn, Toutéotiv ékkAnoia pio kol Aaog eig Kol vOpdn pio ol
mavteg yevrjoovtal U’ évi tafldpxn kai ékkAnolaotii kal vuudiw mpog £vO¢ CWUATOG Kowwviov
cuvapuolopevol.
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