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Handout

Text 1:

Gregory of Nyssa, In Canticum canticorum, GNO VI, ed. Hermann Langerbeck
(Leiden, 1986), 253,15-254,4:

rendered more divine and transformed by the beautiful change into a higher glory with
respect to the glory she had, in such a way as to inspire awe in the choir of angels
surrounding the Bridegroom who together address to her the astonished greeting “You
have ravished my heart, our sister and bride” (Song 4:9). In fact, having obtained
impassibility, this very condition of impassibility, which shines both in her and in the
angels, introduces her into kinship and fraternity with the incorporeal beings.
petamom0gico mpog to Oedtepoy Koi dmd Thg SOENC év N fiv TPOC TNV dvartépav d6Eav
petapopembeica did Thc dyadiig dAhoiwoens, a¢ Badua yevéshHatl T@ mepl TOV voppiov
TOV AYYEA®V XOpD Kol TAVTOG EDPNLMOG TPOS DTV THV o UacTIKNV TavTnV Tpoéchat
eovnv 6t Exapdiocag Muag, GdeAen MUdv vopen: 6 yoap tig drabeiog yopaxtnp
opoiwg EmAdumov o VTR T€ KoL 1 TOlg AYYEAOIGE ICT NV T OV ACOUATOV o DTV dyeL
oLYYEVELAY TE Kol AdEA@OTNTA TV &V GopKi TO AmabEc KatopOdoacay.

Text 2:

Gregorio di Nissa, In inscriptionem Psalmorum, Book II, ch. VI (GNO V, 86, 14-23):
Thus the title "on Maeleth" states that every victory gained over the enemies with sweat
and toil is greeted with joy and dance, since all intelligible creation accords with the
victors as in the harmony of a choir. For this was the case when the dance of rational
nature was one and the same, and it looked to a single coryphaeus and directed the
dance according to the harmony that he, from there, provided for the movement with his
commandments (Enn VI, 9, 9). But after the intervention of sin broke this common song
of the choir inspired by God and caused the fall by pouring the oil of hell on the feet of
men who danced together with the angelic powers, then man was separated from
communion with the angels, for the fall severed the bond. That is why much sweat and
toil is required of him who has fallen, so that, after struggling and turning back, he may
regain his pre-fall condition, having received the divine dance as a reward for his
victory in the struggle.

oVTmg Tacay viknv dp®dTi Tt Kol TOVE Katd TdV avimmdAmv katopbovuévny 1 mepi 10D
MoeAed Emypapn evppocvivny Aéyel kai yopootaciayv £kdéyxecat, mhong TG VonThig
Kticewg Eavtv Kaddmep &v xopod cupEoVig Toig viknTaic cuvapuolovong. 7y yap dte
pio tiic Aoyikdic pvoemg RV 1) Yopootacio Tpdg Eva PAETOVGA TOV TOD YOPOD KOPLPOIOV,
Kol TPOG TNV €KeTBeV Evdtdopévny avtod Tf} KIVAGEL St THS EVIOATS Gproviay TOV Yopov
dvedloocovoa. &medn o6& v &vheov Exelvny  Siélvoe Tod  yopod cuvediav
TapeUnecoVoO 1 GUAPTio Kol TOIg TOGL TV TPOTOV AVOPOT®V T AV TA TS AYYEAIKOIS
duVApESL GUYXOPELOVTOV T OV T T dmdtng dAcbov vmoyéaca mtdpo €mnoincev, 6Oev
dleomdotn T fig mpoOg ToLg Ayyéhovg ocuvvaeeiog O GvOpwmog, TOD TTOUOTOC T MV
SUUPBOATV S1HAVGOVTOG TOVTOV APV TOAADY WOPOTOV ¥peio TG TENTOKOTL Kol TOHVOV,
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tva T OV €mkeipevov o DTOD T TTOUOTL KOTOYOVICAUEVOS TE Kol AVOTPEWOS TAALY
avopBmo, yépag thg Kot Tod moraiovtog vikng tnv Oelav yopootaciov deAevog.

Text 3:

Gregory of Nyssa, Mort, GNO IX, p. 61 (it. ed. #19, p. 72), engl. tr. is mine:

Let us suppose that instead of the iron mass there is the natural instinct active in every
man, and instead of the dross there are the objects to which the instinct now directs its
impulses: pleasure, wealth, ambition, power, pride, and other such passions. Of all
these, death becomes the scrupulous purifying agent. And when it has been stripped and
purged of all carnal desires, the instinct will turn actively only towards that which is
beautiful, desirable and lovable. Our natural impulses will not be totally extinguished,
but will change so as to participate in the immaterial good. In that existence there will
be the unflagging love of authentic beauty, the commendable longing for the treasures
of wisdom, the beautiful and good ambition that is realised in the communion with the
kingdom of God. There you will experience the praiseworthy passion for heavenly
banquets, which never ceases out of satiety to progress in the good. You must therefore
understand that at the proper time the creator of the universe will make the bodily mass
a means of happiness, fashioning "the breastplate of righteousness," as the apostle says,
and "the sword of the Spirit and the helmet of hope and the whole armour of God."
Therefore, according to the apostle's law, love your body, for he says: "No one hates his
body".

‘Eoto kaf' vndbeowv dvti pév g Pdrov 1 Opeic N PLGIKAGC £l TAVTOV EVEPYOLUEVT,
avti 6¢ ™ okwpiag tatita Tpdg & viv Tag Opprdg €xet 1 dpeéic, Ndovai kol TAolTol Kol
@uhodo&ian koi duvaoteion kai Bupol kot THeot kai Té Totatita. Tovtwv andviev kol Todv
To0TOV Kabdpotov akpPés 6 Bavatog yivetar @v youvobeicd te kail kabapbeioan
névtov N Opeéig mpdc TO pudvov dpektdv e Kal Embuuntov Kol Epdcpov ™ Evepyeia
TpomioeTal, 00K AnocPécaca KaBOAOV TAG EyKeEWEVOS QLOIKMG MUtV €l T4 Towbta
OpUbG GALG TPOG TV «XVAOV TV ayafdv petovsiov petamomoaca. 'Exel yap 6 £pmg
00 @ANOwvol KAAAovg O dmovctog, kel M EmoveTny TOV TG Gogiag Oncavpmv
mieoveéia Kol 1 koA te Kol dyadn erodosion 1 kowvavio g Tob Beol Paciieiog
katopBovpévn kail T KoAOV mTAB0C TG AmANGTIOG OVOETOTE KOP® TMV VIEPKEIUEVOV
pog TOV ayabdov moébov Emkontopevov. Ovkotv pabov dtt 1olg kabnkovst ypovolg 6
100 Tavtog teYviTNG TV 100 copotog Pdiov gig dmhov eddokiog HETOYOAKEDTEL
«Bdpaka SkaocHVNG», KOODS eNov 6 ATOGTOAOG, Kol «UAYOPOV TVEVHOTOS) Kol
«mepikearaiov EAmidog» kol mhoav TV 10U 0ol «mavomioav» KATEPYUSAUEVOC,
aydmo t6 1010V ocopo Kotd tov 100 0mostdAov vopov, 8g enotv Otl «ovdEls 10 Eantod
ocouo Epioncevy.

Text 4:

Gregory of Nyssa, Vita sanctae Macrinae 22, 26-39 (GNO VIII/1, 396,1-14):

And it seemed to me that she [Macrina] no longer behaved like human beings, but as if
an angel had providentially taken on a human form, an angel who did not have any
relationship and affinity with life in the flesh and whose thought in no way was unlikely
to remain in impassibility (év araBeiq), insofar as the flesh does not pull it down toward
the passions that characterise it. Thus, it seems to me that she showed to everyone that
divine and pure love for the invisible Bridegroom, whom she harboured hidden in the
depths of her soul, and that she made known to all the disposition (61@0ectv) that she
carried in her heart to cast herself towards the One she desired (moBovpevov) in order to
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be with Him free from the constraints of the body as soon as possible. In fact, her haste
(0pouog) was indeed directed as at a lover (épactv), without any other pleasures of life
being able to divert her gaze.

oUKETL pot £80kelT v AvOpomivav € tvar, GAL 0 Tov dyyélov TIVOG 0 IKOVOUIK®G
avOpomivy VreldovToc popev, @ Hndeptic ovdong mpog TOV &v capki Piov cvyyeveiog
1| olkeudoemg 0 VOEV amekog v amabeiq v ot Gvolay péverv, pn kabelkovong Tt fig
oapKOg TPOG TA 1010 TAON. d1i ToDTO pot £66kel TOV Belov €keivov kal kabapov Epwta
100 dopétov vopgiov, Ov Eyxekpoppévov € yev &vto i¢T fig wuyfic dmopprtolg
TPEPOUEVOV, EKONAOV TTOLETV TOTE TOTC TOPOVOL KOl ONUOGLEVEY TNV €V Kapdig ddfecty
1@ émelyecOot TPOg TOV TOOOLUEVOV, G AV O1d TAYOLS GVV AVTH YEVOLTO TV OEGU DV
gklbeioa ToD cAOUATOS. TM OVTL YOp MG TPOG EPACTIV O SPOUOC £YiveTo, 00OEVOG BALOL
TOV KOTA TOV Plov oLV TPOG £0VTO TOV OPOUALOV EMGTPEPOVTOG.

Text 5:
Gregory of Nyssa, In Canticum canticorum, GNO VI, 29,20-30,12:

Indeed, the person who before such words, whose immediate meaning speaks of carnal
pleasures, does not slip into impure thoughts, but by these words is conducted as by
hand to the philosophy of the divine realities, that is, to pure thoughts, shows himself to
be no longer human and no longer to have a nature composed together of flesh and
blood, but shows himself to have that life of the saints that we hope to receive in the
resurrection, in that such a person has become like the angels on account of
impassibility (iocdyyehog o ti¢ amabeiag). In fact, after the resurrection, the body,
becoming changed in its elements to enter into incorruptibility, is united (copunAéxkeTon)
to the soul of the man while the passions that now plague us through the flesh will not
rise along with those bodies, but our life will receive as a gift a condition (katdoT0G1S)
of peace.

GANOBC Y ap O S1d TAV TOOVTOV PHUATOV, OV 1| TPOYEPOS EUPUCIS T IS GOPKAOSELG
novrabeiog évosikvutar, pun katolobaivev £ig TV purdcav dtdvotlav GAAYL TPOG TNV
v O lov oeuocopiov, €mi tag kabapag Evvolog O TOV PNUATOV TO VTOV
YEPAYOYOOIEVOG delikcvoot T O pnkétt dvOpomog e ivar pnde copki kol oipatt
CUUUEUYHEVV TV VOOV Exetv, dALA TV EAmlopévny &v 1] dvaotdoel TdV dyiwv {onv
gmdeikvutat ioayyelog 01d Th¢ amabdeiag YEVOUEVOS. MG YA HETA TNV AVACTOCY TO HEV
odNo LETACTOLXEWMOEY TP O¢ TO ApBaptov Th Wuyf 10D AvOpdmov cuumAékeTar, T 08
VOV d1d GaPpKOG MUV Evoylodvta mabr 101G cOUactY EKelvolg 00 cuvavioTaTol GAAYL TG
elpnviKn Katdotootc v {ony Nudv dtadésetat.

Text 6

Gregory of Nyssa, In Canticum canticorum, GNO VI, 134,9-135,6:

In fact, since it was announced that the life after the resurrection will be similar
(6potov) to the condition (kataotdoel) of the angels — and the One who announces it
does not lie —, it would be proper that even life in the world would be a preparation for
the life we hope for after it, in such a way that those who live in the flesh and in the
field of the world do not lead a life according to the flesh nor configure themselves to
this world, but practice, in anticipation, the life they long for during their life in this
world. Thus the bride inspires in the souls of those who follow her a confirmation, by
means of a vow, that their life in this field will be directed at contemplating the Powers,
imitating the angelic purity through impassibility (dmofeiog). In fact, just as love
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(&yamng) becomes more and more kindled, that is, is lifted up and, with addition, grows
always toward the better, it is said that the good will of God is carried out in heaven as
in earth because the impassibility of the angels is realised in us as well.

EMELON yYOp TOV petd TV avdotacty Biov Opotov Emyyedton T1 AyyeMki] Kotaotdost
[tV dvBpdTV] yeviioeaOat (yevdng 0¢ O Emayyeldipevoc), diolovbov dv gin kai v
&V 1® Koo Conv Tpog v EAmlopévny petd tadta mopackevalecol, dote év capki
(oviog kol vt @ dyp®d tod kOopov Oldyoviog N kotd odpko { v unde
cvoynuotilectatl 1@ KOoU® TOVT®, AALL TpopedeTdy TOV EAmCOpEVOVY Bilov o1 TG v
1@ kOcp® (NG o Todto TNV dtd Tod Opkov PePaiwotv Eumoteiton TOig WYoyoic T dV
poOnTevoUEVOVY 1) VOUOT, Gote TNV (ONV avTtdv TNV &V T@ Aypd T00Te KatopHovpévny
TPOC TOG duvapelg PAEme, ppovpévny oud Th¢ amabeiog Ty dyyelknyv kobapdtnta
oVt yap Eyspouévng tig aydmng kol é&eyelpopévng (dnep €otiv Hyovpévng T Kol diel
S1. mpocOikng mpogT O peilov dmavéopévng) T O &yadov e ine O Ednuo tod Ogod
teheodobor ¢ évo vpavd kol Eml YHCT g AyyeMkhg Koi €v mMulv dmabeiog
KOTopOOLUEVIG.

Text 7

Clement of Alexandria, Paed 1, 8, 71, 3, 3-7: SC 70, p. 236. Eng. tr.: S. P. Wood
(trans.), Clement of Alexandria, Christ the Educator, The Fathers of the Church 23, The
Catholic University of America Press, Washington, D. C. 1954, p. 64:

He who makes some stand on His right and others on His left, if He is considered as the
Father, who is good, is called that very thing which He alone is — good; but if He is
thought of as being the Son, His Word, who is in the Father, then He is given the title,
just, because of their relationship of love (ék tfig Tpdg GAANAQ GYécems dydmng), one for
the other, since justice is the term to describe equality of degree.

‘O yop ioTaG TOVG HEV €K dEEIDV, TOVG O €& eD®VOU®V, KaBO pEV Tathp VoeTTal, dyaddg
AV, a0TO povov 6 gott KEKANTAL Ayafoc, Kabo o€, vidg v, 6 Adyog avTod €v T TaTpi
€otl, Olkalog mpocayopeveTol €K T Tig TPOg GAANAM oxéoewg Aydmng, icOTNTL
HEUETPNILEVOV GVOLL SLVALEMG.

Text 8

Clement of Alexandria, Paed 1, 9, 88, 2,1-8: SC 70, p. 266. English translation: S. P.
Wood (trans.), Clement of Alexandria, Christ the Educator, p. 78. Variations are mine:
Therefore, God is good of himself, but just for our sake and because He is good. His
justice is revealed to us as through His Word who has descended from above (dvw6ev)
where the Father has always been. Before becoming the Creator, He was God, and
good; that is why He wished to become Creator and Father. And His disposition of love
(M thg aydmng éxeivng oyéoig) is the origin of His justice, making His sun to shine and
sending down His own Son.

"Qote ayaBog pev 6 Bedg o1 €avtdv, dikatog 6€ {on o' uac, Kai Todto OtL dyadog. To
dikatov d & NUiv dtd Tod Adyov évdeikvutal Tod Eovtod €keibev dvmbev, 60gv yéyovev
matqp. Hpiv yap ktiotnv yevécOar O0dg N, dyadog fv, kol d1d todto Kai dnpiovpydg
givat kol Tatnp N0éAcey- kai 1 tiig dydmmg ékeivng oyéoig Stukatoovvng yéyovey dpyd,
Kol TOV AoV EMAGUTOVTOG TOV aTOD Kod TOV VIOV KATATEUTOVTOS TOV QO TOD.
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